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succeeding century to a struggle for control that
deeply affected the course of the colony's later
history.

In all the New England colonies, the fall of
Andros and the close of the century marked the
end of an era in which the dominant impulse was
the religious purpose that actuated the original
colonists in coming to America. The desire for a
political isolation that would preserve the estab-
lished religious system intact was exceedingly
strong in the seventeenth century, but it ceased
to be as strong in the century that followed. The
fathers gave way to the children; the settlements
grew rapidly in size, increased their output of staple
products beyond what they needed for themselves,
and became vastly interested in trade and com-
merce with all parts of the Atlantic world. Towns
grew into larger towns and cities; and Portsmouth,
N~ewbury, Salem, Marblehead, Boston, Newport,
New London, Hartford, Wethersfield, Middletown,
New Haven, Fairfield, and Stamford became, in
varying degrees, centers of an increasing popula-
tion and of new business interests that brought
New England into closer contact with the other
colonies, with the West Indies, and with the Old